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t if sch ff ~ A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxiii. 34, 
Ww 11C | Ss 
— =< =< a —————— 
a NOW Y. thoughts in another course of proving|such a belief of the devil as supposes 
ceived (Continued from last Nuraber.) cm > the same truth—but before itis com-jnever ending wo to some of the 
ll open} In the answers to <vesztor, it }Simenced, let us answer an objection :|sons of men; he has been represented 


Re . ° >. 
> ques-@ stated, “ It may be found ” John's} A biur has said nothing of the zusticejas one whose empire must stand, 
©) epistles, The Father, the Word, and) ep Go¢ »” exclaimed a reader. Welwhen worlds are crushed in ruin; 
the Holy Ghost, THESE THREE ARE|believe that “ God is love,” that all|who will hold under his dread sove- 
i ” For the benefit of our readers,/yi, attributes are but modifications of reignty myriads of mankind. Before 


= ONE. 
Who can conceive of a perfectly|the morning stars shouted. for joy, he 


—_— i as well as the person who wrote those ‘e. 
of ine: answers, heis informed that the quoted good man, who is not a perfectly just/possessed the unsullied purity of 
tothe ob | words are not to = found he Gr “ man, and vice versa? And the manjheaven, and stood the highest of se- 
of Man ot of Jo = i pein who does as he would be done by, isjraphs round the throne of God; but 
| jm earlier than the fifteenth century-Ihe not acting with justice as well as/pride lurked in his heart, and in an 
|) They are flung into the margin byltove? Is not the just person one whojevil hour he strove to usurp the throne 
) Griesbach, with his mark of their be-l;..5 in conformity with the law, and{of” Omnipotence. Angels flocked 
© ing certainly spurious. “ love worketh no ill to his neighbour,/around the standard of ,rebellion, and 
» OF Ag =6To instruct and reform the world,!erefore love is the fulfilling of the|the hosts of heaven arrayed against 
4} (objects truly laudable,) we must, Injj,\, Justice and love could not bejeach other ; he is finally subdtied, and 
-ntomb'di@ the first place, convinee those for opposites, if belonging to Him whosejhurled with the thunderbolts of iré, to 
mb; whose benefit we write, of our ownl nature is one. The justice of Gédjthe low abyss of hell. The spirit ‘of 
it rise Candour and viec-akith ~ rae ger must assuredly be satisfied ; but it}God moyed op the face of the waters, 
my we can do this, bel all only their can never be, until every mam acts up/creation is produced, and from the dust 
r @ minds with prejudice, and we shall to its requirements; and “all the lawjhe calls into being the wonder of the 
st do them no good. Pruth, — ©Tlis fulfilled in one word, even in this,|world, the paragon of animals. O! those 
g breast 1t May be found, a" ewer © ©0M\thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-|days of purity, who sHall paifit them ? 
sidered our polar star; and we must) ..i¢ > Now, shall men forever prevent]Does man now rejoice in the compa- 
entwin’d# have the real good of the world at heart. justice from its course, or shall alljnion of his bosom, what was then the 
ate heres We must have campasszon on the 1§N0-l en satisfy it? Christ came to fulfillextasy that brightened upon him? 
ate here e of the way. Heb. v.2. . 
rant and those out of f the law, can he do it? When the garden of Eden was his, 


re 
oo ~ 


vere. ; J . 
5 We must correct their eaenein with all With these brief remarks Abiur{and no sorrow could be found in a 
Save, i long-suffering and RIL. SHOE, the closes, to make the following sentence ofjuniverse, how lovely, how exquisitely 
ov, most ‘favourable constructions eveniip. Reflector the subject ofhis thoughts.Jenchanting! The devil envied this) -_ 
sdestroyggom' their faults, and not contend for!” «1, Was envy that prompted the re-|happinessy she “comes, tempts; and” 
mastery, but only for the truth. Necitious angels in their revolt, and it}what is “man—lost, degraded—his 
there, pmaust be excused Nye I meh Rew? 908 was envy of human happiness thatjabode a desert, wild, desolate, and 
torial remarks pins apiece ““Isent Satan on his too successful er-/howling, the place of thorns and briars, 
go. fa pentatice’- “seem: so me to be rather! ind to Eden.” ToC. we make no|—that. being upon whom had been 
el oo ae it tepentance had apology, our motives are good, andjstamped the image*of his God, is 
ect and Written something unfit for the public,/:f err, the sentiments of the Re-|doomed to die, and the curse extends 
git was well to reject his piece. It flector will lead him to forgive. The vi-/to a posterity more numerous than the 
f would have been also very proper to! + nor. schemes of our fellow-being,|stars of heaven. ‘These are the ideas 
T.P have suggested, in a way that he when harmless, we assail not, andlentertained generally. The devil is. 

j Would ‘have Gaiderstood, the xeasous leave it to others to tear the gaudyjthe enemy of Universalism, but Abiur 
why it was not admitted; but why tapestry, and expose the naked walls{does not fear him. He knows that his 
should he be held up to public censure, of truth ; but when hurtful prejudices|chiefcame and is able “ to destroy him, 

.LDIE, when the public are not papenritect: 2 menace man’s felicity, by instituting|that had the power of death, that is, 
"REET. ; judge of the demerit of what he has 2 reign of terror, we pull down thelthe devil.” But the word devil, in our 
addressed Written ? oF R. C. whited sepulchre—it is full of deadjscripture, does not convey the meéan- 
ors in th : ARIUR.—NO. Ut. men’s bones, and all manner of un- ing of the original. We shall take 
early | The Reflector has directed our|cleanness. One of these prejudices is some notice of this. 














a3 


TPMT TS 


i OR 


_y 


‘we 
¢ 


OE 


- 


gods.” 


w 


The Greek writers used the words 
(daimon daimonion) to signify divi-}: 
nity in general ; “ tima to daiMonion” 
is a well j known proverb.» It was also 

ied to inferior divinities, } in contra-|v 
d stinction to supérior, as “ theoi kai 
daimones.” The New Testament also 
has it in this sense, “ they should not 
worship devils.” Rev. i ix. 20. “ They 
sacrifice to devils.” “I would not 
that ye should have fellowship with 
devils.” 1 Cor. x. 20, 21. In some 
places of the New Testament means 
a slanderer, «Thou child of the devil.” 
Acts xi. 10. 

In other places it is translated ¢ 
follows, “a setter forth of icvias 
Acts xvii. 18. “ An idol is 
nothing.” 1 Cor. vni. 4. 7. Would 
any nation own that they worshipped}; 
devils? “ Devils also believe and 
tremble.” James 11.19. Here it means 
wicked men. “ Certain questions 
against him of their own superstition.’ 
Acts xxv. 19. It should be rendered 


religions “‘ Ye men of Athens, I per- 


ceive that 1 in all things ye are too su- 
perstitigus.” Acts xvii. 22. Here the 
adjective is used, &c. &c. 

e read of the casting out of de-|1 
vils, but it implies the curing of de- 
rangement. .For this” we appeal to 
the symptoms described in the New 
Testament. Let them be compared 
with the falling sickness, and ask me- 


dical men in what they differ. 
ABIUR. 


(Cencluded in our next Number ) 


TO THE EDITOR. 

I was much pleased with the pros- 
|, pectus, and appearance of the “ Chris- 
tian Messenger.” You have begun 
"fairly j in admitting for" ‘publication, a 
' diversity of opinions ; and if you con- 
tinue the same liberality, I think you 
will find plenty of communications. 

I observe in No, 2, a communica- 
tion by Hon Christ as Ged. 

“Much stress has been laid upon a 
circumstance, which is indeed very 
plain in the scriptures; but which, 
when viewed otherwise than as the 
seriptures have stated it, has misled 
many. Some things are stated in. the 
scriptures as the works of God, which 
are really such ; and the same things 
are said to be done by Jesus Christ, 
which is equally true. The inference 
drawn from these is, that. fesus Christ 
is God; and that if he is God, then he 
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is egual with the Father. The mistake 
eems to arise from not considering 
that God accomplishes his works by 
Jesus Christ, who is the Son and Ser- 
vant of God. So our Lord himself 
represents it. John x. 52. AMany 
good works have I shewed you from my 
Father ; again, I must work the warks 
of Him that sent me. As the Father 
gave me commandment, even so I do. 
L have kept my Father’s commandments. 
I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do. Perhaps a mistaken 
view of the import and scriptural use 
of the title Gop, may have been part 
sjof the origin of the doctrine advocated 
by H. which has so much misled and 
puzzled so many serious souls with 
doctrines absolutely incomprehensible, 
yet represented as necessary, and in- 
deed fundamental articles of faith, 
greatly marring their enjoyment of 
that rational and spiritual consolation, 
*Iwhich arises from a satisfactory un- 
derstanding of that important truth 
which the scripture declares to be so 
essential to spiritual life. John xvii. 3. 

The Hebrew term Alehim, generally 
translated God, in the Old Testament, 
is, expressive ot strength, power, autho- 
rity, dominion, and conveys the idea 
of ‘the possessor of divine authority 
and power, (whether original or de- 
rived,) to govern, protect, or save, 
and execute judgment. 

In the highest sense it is a title un- 
derived, peculiarly applicable to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. As a derived title it was 
given to men: so the Lord said to 
Moses, see, I have made thee A/echim, 
God to Pharaoh. Moses was div inely 
authorised to execute judgments 7 en 
Pharaoh and his sediite. Exod. vil. 
Yet it was God himself who en 
the judgment, but it was by the hands 
of Moses and Aaron. The Lord alone 
did lead the children of Israel, yet it 
is just as true that he led them like a 
flock by the hands of Moses and 
Aaron. Does any one suppose Moses 
and Aaron to be equal to the Most 
High, because they wrought the works 
of God? The title gods was given to 
the judges of Israel, because they 
were divinely authorised to govern 
and judge the people. Exod. xxii. 28. 
Ps. Ixxxii. 6. John x. 34, 35. 

But the title Gop is given to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, although de- 
rived; yet ina far more exalted de- 





gree than to any other of the sons of d 
men; all power and authority in y 
heaven‘and on earth are given to him 7% ¢] 
by his God and Father, who has con- v 
stituted him the Universal Governor, @ 
and hath committed all judgment to m= d 
Him; and all those Gods are com- 7% h 
manded to do homage to Him. By a # ¢ 
strange mistake, the devil is consi- ae ri 
dered by many as the God of this 4 he 
world, or more properly this age. 2 th 


Cor. iv. 4. It is one of the titles of | a 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The devil is 4 
never recognised in the scriptures as 
a God. He is not the possessor oi 3 
divine authority to rule or judge. ~ 

The term Alehim, rendered God, 
has a plural termination, and has been 7 
alleged to be expressive of three per- a 
sons in the Trinity. It cannot neces- ~ 
sarily signify more than one being, ~ 
unless im such cases where we know 
more than one is mtended, as the 
judges or rulers of Israel for instance. 
Moses was made A/lehim to Pharoah, 
but Moses was surely not more than | : 
one person. Our translators gene rally 7 
render the term God with much pro- |% 
priety. Inthe 45th Psalm the title is | : 
applied to the Father and the Son. @ 
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Surely it cannot be supposed that the | 
Father and the Son are each of them | the 
a plur ality of persons, for that would : ] 
be supposing not less than four per- & sell 
sons ; yet the title Alehim is applied tak 
to each individually, with this differ- @ to! 
ence, that the Father is the Alehim of Me tru 
the Son. In the first chapter of the _ sar 
epistle to the Hebrews, it 1s in the @ 50u 
singular, Theos, God in English. c4 
Thy God hath anointed thee. On this @ hov 
it will be sufficient to remark, that our the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who perfec tly un-§ of f 
derstood it, has rendered the Hebrew @ ¢4 ; 
Alehin, by the Ne ae Greek term, unl 
Theos. Mark -.33. of i 
In John x. 34, neh it refers tog refu 
more than one person, he uses the fi 
plural Theoi, I said ye are Gods ; and ot 
our translators properly render the 255¢ 
term plural. Psal. xcvii.7.9. Worship N 
him all ye Gods, above all Gods. of I 
The title God, appears to have be-@ by " 
longed to our Lord before he came inf God 
the flesh; see Philip. ii.6. and after§J not 
he ascended to heaven. Rom. ix. 5.@ '5 ¥ 
But when he emptied himself of them 2ckr 
form of God, and took upon him theg ™an 
form of a servant, he sustained not But, 
the character or form of God, until has’ 
VIZ. 


after God had raised him from the 
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dead, and restored him to the glory 
which he had with the Father before 
the world was. Having finished the 
work which the Father had given him 
to do ;- being made perfect in his obe- 
dience by the things which he suffered, 
his Godand Fatherreinvested him with 
that fulness of divine power, autho- 
rity, and glorious dignity, of which 
he had emptied himself according to 
the will of his God and Father. 

pi 


(Concluded in our next Number.) 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 





NO. VI. 
« Omnia explorate, bonum tenete ”’—Pavirs 

As it evidently appears that Mr. H, 
does not mean to defend the truth of 
what he has advanced, it becomes my 
duty to show that the contrary is 
true: viz. That if Fesus ef Nazareth 
the son of Foseph (John 1. 45.) “ were 
merely a good man, and not superior 
to the greatest of prophets,” [i. e. not 


are defensible, none of them presump- 
tuous, much less d/asphemous in the 
smallest degree. In doing which I 
shall commence with the greatest sup- 


But here, I must confess, I feel my- 
self singularly situated. To under- 
take to prove that false, which seems 
to be almost blasphemous to imagine 
true! Who would ever think it neces- 
sary to prove, that the sun, the great 
source of light and heat, is not the 
cause of cold and darkness ? People, 
however, disagree about the nature of 
the sun ; some contend that itisa globe 
of fire; others, that it may be inhabit- 
ed ; but if any one should assert, that 
unless it be a globe of fire, zt 2s a globe 
of ice! who would think it necessary to 
refute such foolish madness ? 

Ina similar light, if religion were 
not concerned, I should consider the 
assertions of Mr. H. 

Must it then be proved that “ Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God, 
by miracles, wonders aygd signs, which 
God did by him, (Acts 11. 22.) was 
not an impious blasphemer ?” No. It 
ig unnecessary to prove this; for it is 
acknowledged that the contrary, in so 
many words, has not been asserted. 
But, then, something too much like it 
has been asserted, or rather inferred: 


j 
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good man, and not superior to the 
greatest of prophets, many of his ex- 
pressions are not only indefensible, 
but presumptuous, and even dlasphe- 
mous in the highest degree :” which is 
saying, to my understanding, (but 
only in different words,) that unless 
Jesus Christ be something more than 
what the scriptures declare him to be, 
many of his expressions are blasphemous 
in the highest degree ! 

In order more fully to show that the 
inference of Mr. H. is wholly without 
foundation, even admitting his pre- 
mises correct, (which, however, is 
not admitted,) it will be proper to de- 
fine the word blaspheme; which, ac- 
cording to Brown’s Dictionary of the 
Bible, (a work undoubtedly orthodox 
with Mr. H.) is, “to reproach and 
revile God, by denying or ridiculing 
his perfections, word, or ordinances ; 
and by ascribing to him any thing base 
or sinful.” Dr. Campbell, however, 
in his Dissertations on the Four Evan- 
gelists, to which the reader is referred, 
has clearly shown that opinions, can- 
didly and honestly expressed, although 
erroneous, are not blasphemous ; 1. e. 
according to the original use of the 
term: but blasphemy, like murder, 
proceeds from ill-will, and an evil in- 
tention. But it is not necessary to 
limit the term to its original sense, in 
this case, but take it in the most ge- 
neral acceptation of the word, as de- 
fined by Mr. Brown. 

Now what words, and what ex- 
pressions concerning God, or his per- 
fections, can be found in any, or all 
of the words of Jesus, which we have 
on record, which would be blasphe- 
mous for any man to use? Or what 
did he ever say concerning himself, 
which may not be considered empha- 
tically true, and yet the opinion of 
Philip (John i. 45.) be also consider- 
ed correct? and if his words were 
true, and true according to the sense 
in which we now speak, then, even in 
this sense, they are not blasphemous. 
Did Jesus say that God was his Fa- 
ther? he also taught his disciples to 
pray, saying, “ Our Father which art 
in heaven.” Did he say, “I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me?” 
we are also taught that “ whosoever 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” Did he say, “ I and 
my Father are one?” he _ prayed 


¢ 
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ciples ; and who will undertake to say, 
that his prayers will not ‘be granted ? 
‘That they may be one, a8 we are one: 
I in them, and thou in me; that they 
may be perfected in one.” John xvii. 
22, 23. Im. Ver. Did he say, “ My 
Father is greater than I?” what man 
is there who may not say ‘the same, 
with reference to his Maker, without 
blaspheming against God? Did he 


say that he came down from heaven, 
not to do his own will? we read ot 
another man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 
cused of blasphemy, by the Jews, for 
making himself God, being a man ; 
acquits himself of the charge, and 
only 
Wakefield. 
God.”* Im. Ver. John x. 35. 37. Je- 
sus does not attempt here to quit him- 
self of the charge of blasphemy by 
showing that he was superhuman in 
his nature; but rather seems to admit 
the truth of the first part of the decla- 
ration, * thou being a man:” and then 
reasons with them from the scriptures, 
concerning the supposed blasphemy ; 


When he was ac- 
he 


says, “I am a son of God.” 
“Or I am the son of 


‘ makest thyself God,” 
R. C. 


(Concluded in our next Number.) 


O 
TO THE EDITOR. 
As your columns are open to reli- 





gious communications and information 
respecting the spreading of the gospel 
among different sectarians, I mention 
with pleasure the effects produced at 
the camp-meeting lately held near 
Wilmington. 
there from idle curiosity, were so af- 
fected by the harmony and love exist- 


Numbers, who went 


ng among the membexs, and the fer- 


vent prayers and earnest exhortations 
) 
cause, that they, before quitting the 
ground, had very different feelings from 
those with which they entered. From 
that callous state of mind—with a con- 
science seared as with a hot iron—so 
descriptive of the reign of sin—they 
were, we have every reason to believe, 


f those who ministered in the sacred 





” The article 1s not in the original. Newcome 


paraphrases the passagy: thus ; “Ifthe psaimist 
.rthe law, or the scripture, called those gods 
who were prophets, or mugistrates, or both; 
(and every assertion of the scripture is truce, and 
therefore such are justiy styled gods;) do I 
blaspheme in calling God my Father, and there- 
fore myself the Son of God, w en the Father 


sath consecrated me to the office of prophet and 
shrist, and delegated me to assume this ¢charac- 








viz. “If Jesus Christ were merely a 


for the same thing concerning his dis-}t 





er among mankind ?” 
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| converted, and constrained to think WORTHY OF IMITATION. * Ah, mamma!” replied the child, “ she is very 
f th a d state. All ages par- About three years ago, some boys from Shef-jold already, { will rather pray that she may be- 
er Wet F ec P field were tried and condemned at York for rob-|come young.” . 
ticipated—the old and | rae. the gay|bing a watchmaker’s or silversmith’s shop, and 
and the thoughtless. It was a joyful|were left for transportation. One of the magis- 


: trates who was on the grand jury, struck with 
sight. May all. be brought to see the compassion for the youth and miserable appear. A ee ee ee % 


light in the simplicity of Jesus, and}once of these poor culprits, spoke to them after ER co: 0 


(@) 
YW 

















acknowledge him alone as their spiri-|their conviction; and on his return to his own 
tual master! and then, under the in- “sana Hye me country, wrote = ee coe a Ah! do you ask, my gentle dear, BS 
; irl ; ; ore Wastie, expressing a wish that some useru Why Lam sad, when you are gay ? — 
fluence of his spirit, will true Plety| instruction might be afforded them while re-} Jt js Schiiedt® Unie most fear,  N 
and religion extend ik od all the earth, maining there ; promising to bear the expense of You chase me from your heart away. = — 
when every family will be a temple it, and desiring him to consult with me on the ° i 
to the Lord, and ‘all the families of ow gs It occurred aa se es best se And would you know, my lovely maid, _ 
o be done was to establish a schoo!, m Which ? sef -heert ? ae 
the earth be blessed! Let some of your|ihe bays might be regularly taught’ The >| is becaure love the shale, % 
correspondents take up the subject,|vernor was kind enough to furnish a proper Seen hov’ring o’er your tranquil brow ! ee h 
and take a condensed but compre en- room; a decent young man, a prisoner for debt, ae th 
sive view of the effects produced at + eee” pete mnnater ke aoe ~— here It is because, my beauteous fair, | ”" 
(as . . north oF Loreshire, was hired to teach this little I think you feel far more for me, a Ww 
similar public meetings——to show, that, school ; and I undertook that my curate or My-} When sadness mingles in your air, a n 
under whatever name men may as- self would inspect it. The project succeeded Than when you frolic light and free ' B il 
semble for worshipping the only true bored byt expectation. The master soon grew ‘ ; a f 
‘ attached to his pupils on account of their rapid} For Pity wears no airy cui Fe if s 
3 ; ep = a y guise iz 
God, through the one appointed Me-/improvement in reading, writing, &c. The boys Shasta ho-ai aude Ceeneanetat talon m 
: . nae > >! ; er’s is a soft and thoughtful mien ; y anc 
diator, the effect is nearly the same,jwere diligent, orderly, and attentive to instruc-| | And if within the breast she lies, a. 
when those who minister, and those oon age ey ge ty chapel, —e She iti the pensive face is scen. OF aft 
: whole conduct at other times, gave us pleasure, F.F Ge 
who hear, wish to teach, and to be This hopeful scene continued till the time of an Fifro 
taught by the Bible. Y. theimdeparture from the Castle, when they were = Be &e 
o visited by their benevolent patron, who had j Rtn a 
" wished to see and examine them before they lef “ISRAEL IN CAPTIVITY. Ae I 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, the country. He was highly satisfied with the Psalm 137. we pre 
= result of his experiment; and gave to them BY JAMES MONTGOMERY. Te tior 
* Ex collisione scintilla.” useful religious books and tracts to take with : Rk 
8» Was man a sinner before he them. He also — ome cf them a present of Netw oe proud waters roll, y : Cc. 
> : , mj# Suinea, remarking at the same time, ‘I give n exile we sat down to weep ; oe Cr 
acted Wrang + .was the sin of fda you this to dispose of just as you please ; but | For thoughts of Zion o’er our soul, find 
some thousand years ago, my sin: cannot help observing that the man whom you Came like departed joys in sleep, Ba weer 
9. Was man_righteous before hejrobbed is now in the Castle a prisoner for debt ; Whose forms to sad remembrance rise, PT" 
acted upright ? was the righteousness and if I were in your place, I siiould think it Though lost for ever from our eyes. - il | 
> right to make him some compensation for the © pric 
of Jesus, my conduct! wrong Ihad done him. But you are quite at Our harps upon the willows hung, cou 
10. Was God the Father so angry|liberty to do what you like.’ “He then quitted Where worn with toil our limbs reclined; [i ¢ 
with the sins of mankind, that he/them, and the boys, left to themselves, unani- geen Pac er and trembling, rung 9° t 
oe fuetice}mously agreed to send all that their benefactor ‘ith mournful music of the wind ; rest 
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